
Girding Our Loins for ChatGPT in the Fall

Brian Jackson 
Writing Across the Curriculum
Brigham Young University

May 2023

Law.com





artificial intelligence
(machine learning, predictive algorithms)

large language model
(~570 GB, billions of pages)

generative AI
(you name it, AI writes it)



personal essays, reports, literature reviews, 
poems, song lyrics, emails, business letters, 
proposals, grants, legislation, MBA exams, 
legal exams, medical exams, opinion 
editorials, arguments, policies, news stories, 
summaries, paraphrases, research reports, 
stories, academic papers, literary analyses, 
encyclopedia entries, legal briefs, translations, 
technical documents, code and code 
documentation, SQL processing, Python, 
dialogues, conversations, music, jokes, social 
media posts, contracts, boilerplate code, 
website mock-ups, phishing attacks, threats, 
sacrament meeting talks, web content, search 
engine bilge, movie scripts, spreadsheets, 
tweets, chats, JavaScript, recipes, outlines, lab 
reports, interview questions, study notes, 
health and fitness advice, gift-giving ideas, 
parodies, line edits, short answers, short 
stories, recommendation letters, public 
announcements, obituaries, Hallmark movie 
plots, white papers, technical documents, 
abstracts, movie reviews, reports      





write a policy for 
your syllabus on 
students using 
large-language 
models like ChatGPT 
in your class. 



  

LLMs and the writing world 



1. they will be integrated into all word processing tools 
and in (almost) all professional settings and in all 
writing processes.

2. they will get better and better—and detecting their 
use will be inefficient and difficult. 

3. they will challenge the integrity of our curriculum and 
our students. 

  

LLMs and the writing world 



1. they will be integrated into all word processing tools 
and in (almost) all professional settings and in all 
writing processes.

2. they will get better and better—and detecting their 
use will be inefficient and difficult. 

3. they will challenge the integrity of our curriculum and 
our students. 

  

LLMs and the writing world 



ChatGPT 3.5 extension in Google Docs



Demo of ChatGPT-enabled Microsoft Word
The Verge 10 Feb 2023







http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7xTBa93TX8


writing with LLM-augmented word processors 
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proofread and edit this text I’ve written

rewrite what I’ve written for clarity and sentence variety

add 2 paragraphs to what I’ve already written arguing the other side 

write an annotated bibliography of Frankenstein and ecocriticism 

write 5 paragraphs on this topic—I’m struggling to get started

write a 15-page literature review of therapy approaches to PTSD in APA 
format with sources from 2015–2020
  

writing with LLM-augmented word processors 
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The common fear among teachers is that AI is actually writing our 
essays for us, but that isn’t what happens. You can hand ChatGPT a 
prompt and ask it for a finished product, but you’ll probably get an 
essay with a very general claim, middle-school-level sentence 
structure, and half as many words as you wanted. The more effective, 
and increasingly popular, strategy is to have the AI walk you through 
the writing process step by step. You tell the algorithm what your 
topic is and ask for a central claim, then have it give you an outline to 
argue this claim. Depending on the topic, you might even be able to 
have it write each paragraph the outline calls for, one by one, then 
rewrite them yourself to make them flow better.

Owen Kichizo Terry, undergrad at Columbia University 
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value alignment and misalignment 
AUGMENT, OR AUTOMATE?
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The AI Bus: Where do you get off??
spell check
grammar check
brainstorming / background info
formatting advice
formatting citation list
autofill sentences
autofill paragraphs
proofread and correct error
proofread and rewrite for clarity
write literature review (of larger project)
create content—marked and attributed to AI
create content not attributed to AI



1. they will be integrated into all word processing tools 
and in (almost) all professional settings and in all 
writing processes.

2. they will get better and better—and detecting their 
use will be inefficient and difficult. 

3. they will challenge the integrity of our curriculum and 
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PROMPT ENGINEERINGAI DETECTION SOFTWARE

YOU



THIS WHOLE AI THING

YOU













Demo of ChatGPT-enabled Microsoft Word
The Verge 10 Feb 2023



ethan mollick
Wharton School, UPenn



ethan mollick
Wharton School, UPenn

Write an essay with the following points. use an academic 
tone. use at least one clear example. make it concise. write for 
a well-informed audience. use a style like the New Yorker. 
make it at least 7 paragraphs. vary the language in each one. 
end with an ominous note. -Humans are prone to error -Most 
errors are not that important -In complex systems, some errors 
are catastrophic -Catastrophes cannot be avoided



I'm trying to find out what kind of writing does not get 
detected as AI. Informal, idiomatic, colloquial, slangy, and 
varied styles are hard for AI detectors to deal with. By 
"varied styles," I'm talking about varied sentence lengths, 
conversational tics (like rhetorical questions), and 
unusual uses of punctuation, especially the dash. Could 
you write me two paragraphs about volcanoes using 
these style techniques? Don't make it too silly or slangy; I 
want to trick the detector bot at Content at Scale. 
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“Students come to the university not only to improve their minds, 
gain knowledge, and develop skills that will assist them in their 
life’s work, but also to build character.”

—Academic Honesty Policy

BYU students should seek to be totally honest in their dealings with others. They should 
complete their own work and be evaluated based upon that work.

Plagiarism of any kind is completely contrary to the established practices of higher 
education where all members of the university are expected to acknowledge the original 
intellectual work of others that is included in their own work. In some cases, plagiarism may 
also involve violations of copyright law.

Fabrication or falsification is a form of dishonesty where a student invents or distorts the 
origin or content of information used as authority. 

Cheating is a form of dishonesty where a student attempts to give the appearance of a level 
of knowledge or skill that the student has not obtained.
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what should we do?  

electronic frontier foundationWalt Disney, 1940



homework 
(1) Write a policy statement about AI 
writing for your Fall syllabus

(2) Revise a planned assignment to 
make it more GPT-resistant
 
 


